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Giiniimiiziin hiper-modern ve uglarda yasanan gercekligi, giindelik yasami yabanci-
lagma, kopukluk ve uzaklagma duygulariyla sarmalar. Bu gerceklik kasvetli ve 1ss1z go-
rintiisiine ragmen romantik ve natiirel egilimleri kucaklamaya ¢ok az olanak saglar.

Bu baglamda diisiiniince, Robert Griindler’in iirettigi gériintiileri, bu diinyanin
acimasizligindan etkilenmis ve yaralanmus izleyici i¢in bir siginak olarak tanimlaya-
bilirim. Robert’in fotograflari romantizmin ruhunun ve natiiralizmin 6ztiniin hala
parildadig: ve fotografik ifadede yer buldugu diyarlara bir yolculuk vaat ederek insan
duyarliliginin, huzurlu dinginligin, hassas kirilganligin ve melankolik 6zlemin hika-
yelerini anlatir.

Robert bir fotografcidan ¢ok daha fazlasi. Fotograf makinesini, zarif bir ustalikla
sanatsal ve ruhani duyarliliklarini i¢ ige gegirerek, yalnizca diinyayla iligkimizi yan-
sitan baglantilar kurmak icin degil, bir tefekkiir araci olarak da kullanir. Bu gériin-
tiller sadece insanlik ve doganin belgelenmesinin Stesine gecer. Modern varolusun
makinelesmesinin ortasinda, giderek azalan i¢sel egilimlerin bir tiir kesfini de kapsar.
Baglangigta da belirttigim gibi, soguk ve materyalist diinyamizda romantik “yanil-
samalara”, yasam felsefelerine ya da natiiralist inanglara neredeyse hi¢ yer kalmad..
Ancak, sanatta ve 6zellikle de fotografta, ger¢ekligin yiizeyinin altinda sakli olan bu
“yanilsamalara” ve 6zlemlere kapilmamiza hal izin var.

Robert Grundler, Nina, Berlin, Almanya/Germany 2023

In today’s hypermodern and extreme realities, everyday life continues to be permeated by

feelings of alienation, disconnection, and detachment. These worlds, as bleak and desolate as
they may appear, offer little opportunity for embracing romantic or naturalistic inclinations.

In this context, the images captured by Robert Griindler act as a refuge for the beholder,
someone affected and wounded by the harshness of this world. They offer a journey to places
where the spirit of Romanticism and the essence of Naturalism still manage to gleam and find
photographic expression. These images narrate tales of human sensitivity, peaceful serenity,
fragile vulnerability, and melancholic yearning.

He is more than just a photographer. With exquisite finesse, he harmoniously intertwines
his artistic and spiritual sensibilities, employing the camera not only to craft connections
that mirror our engagement with the world but also to transmute photography into a con-
duit for self-contemplation. These images go beyond mere documentation of humanity and
nature. They encapsulate an exploration of inner inclinations that have gradually dimin-
ished amidst the sweeping mechanization of modern existence. As mentioned at the outset,
in our cold and materialistic world, there is hardly any room left for romantic “illusions” and
life philosophies or naturalistic beliefs. However, in the arts, and particularly in photogra-
phy, we are permitted to indulge in these “illusions” and yearnings, that are hidden under
the surfaces of reality.

Manzaralar/Portre

Zamansiz giizellik ve sessizligin poetikas:

Robert tarafindan siirekli olarak kesfedilen dingin manzaralar ile
samimi portreler arasindaki gorsel diyalog, doga ve insan formu
tasvirleri arasinda igsel bir baglant1 kurarak zamansiz bir ritim
olusturur. Bu uyum, Robert’in fotograf ¢aligmalarina niifuz ede-
rek gozlemciyi doga ve insanligin dingin bir uyum i¢inde bir arada
var olmay1 arzuladig: bir diyara davet eder. Dogaya bakarak sik
sik ortaya ¢ikardigi dinginlik temasi, portrelerinin 6ziinde ve at-
mosferinde 6zenle doniigtiiriliir.

Robert Grundler, Alisa, Spreewald, Almanya/Germany 2022

Landscapes/Portraiture

Timeless beauty and the poetics of silence

The visual dialogue between serene landscapes and intimate por-
traits - constantly explored and facilitated by Robert - begets
a timeless cadence, forging an intrinsic connection between his
depictions of nature and the human form. This subtle harmony
suffuses his photographic work, inviting the observer into a realm
where nature and humanity aspire to coexist in serene concord.
The serenity that he frequently unearths in nature, is carefully
transmuted into the very essence and atmosphere of his portraits.
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Robert’in fotograflarinda sessizligin séylenmemis sarkisi ¢inlar.
Doga, ylice, zamansiz ve zarif giizelligin 6greticisi haline gelir. Ne
yazik ki, kentsel ve dijital cagda sessizligin zarafetini ve dinginli-
gini unuttuk. Sessizligin siirselligini dile getiren Robert’in kom-
pozisyonlar1 bize bir rehber gibi hizmet eder. Robert’in imgeleri,
farkindaligimizi yeniden canlandirmak ve bizi dogustan gelen ve
icgiidiisel duyarliligimizla yeniden bulusturmak i¢in olaganiistii bir
kabiliyet tagir. Bizi sessizligin unutulmus belagatiyle, anlamin konu-
sulmayan ve goriinmeyen/goriinmeyende sakli oldugu bir dille ye-
niden tanigmaya sevk eder. Son derece siddetli ve bitmek bilmeyen
guriltii ve patirtinin hakim oldugu bir ¢cagda Robert’in goriintiileri,
sessizligin doganin dinginligi ve yiiceligiyle birleserek sunabilecegi
derin teselliyi nazik ama kararli bir sekilde hatirlatir. Fotograflar
bizi unutulmus ve ihmal edilmis dogal duyarliliklarimizla yeniden
baglant1 kurmaya adeta zorlayarak tam da bunu séyler.

Robert Grindler, Isimsiz/Untitled, Aschau, Almanya/Germany 2019

In this context, the unspoken resonance of silence reverberates with
significance. Nature becomes the teacher of sublime, timeless, and el-
egant beauty. Regrettably, we have forsaken the grace and serenity of
silence in the urban, and digital age. Through the articulation of the
poetics of silence, Robert’s compositions can serve as an instructive
guide. His images possess the extraordinary ability to rekindle our
awareness and reconnect us with our innate and instinctive sensitivity.
They prompt us to reacquaint ourselves with the forgotten eloquence
of silence, a language where meaning resides in the unspoken and the
unseen/overseen. In an age, sonically characterized by violent levels of
never-ending noise and clamor, Robert’s imagery stands as a gentle,
yet steadfast, reminder of the profound solace that silence, in its union
with nature’s serenity and sublimity, can offer. His photography can
precisely teach this; the images almost compel us to reconnect with our
forgotten and neglected inherent sensibilities.

Robert Grundler, Alisa, Spreewald, Almanya/Germany 2022
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Robert Grindler, Otoportre/Selfportrait, Berlin, Almanya/Germany 2021

Kirilganlik

Robert’in fotografin siirsel potansiyeline olan bagliligs, insan kirilganligini stirekli aragtirma-
siyla da agiga cikar. Robert, biiyiileyici hikayeleri ve egsiz deneyimleriyle insan ruhunun ve
benliginin i¢inde yatan derin hakikatlerin kirilganlik anlarinda ortaya ¢iktigina inanir. Her
zaman biiyiileyici ve merakl1 bir arayis i¢inde, bu kirilganligin izlerini, gizemlerini, goriintii-
lerini, anlarin1 ve nilanslarini ariyor ve ortaya ¢ikarir; izleyiciyi 6znelerle 6nemli ve gercek
bir baglantiya ¢agiran oldukea saf ve samimi tasvirler yakalar. Robert’in objektifi araciligiyla
kendimizi insan deneyiminin mutlak cekirdegine daha yakin hissederiz.

Onun elinde fotograf, her ne kadar gercekgi bir sekilde benimsenmis olsa da gergek-
ligin salt bir belgeleyicisi olma roliinii agsa da 6znel ve ¢ogu zaman marjinallesmis ya
da unutulmusg/kaybolmus duygu ve diisiince ifadelerinin bir aracina déniigiir. Goriintii-
lerinin ¢ogu bize romantik bir aleme agilan bir pencere sunuyor ve genellikle siradan,
daginik ve ustiinkorii gézlemlerden kagan hassas ve ince ayrintilara duydugu hayranlig:
yansitir. Robert’in fotograf diinyasinin karakteristik bir 6zelligi, gerceklige yadsinamaz
bir yakinlikta yer alir; onun igin, iletilen (romantik) gergekgilik duygusu aslinda esas-
tir. Yapayliktan kaginir ve hayatin siislenmemis anlarini kucaklar. Fotograflar1 samimi
ve acik sozludiir, izleyiciyi aldatma veya manipiile etme niyetinden yoksundur. Bunun
yerine, melankolik bir duyarlilik ve empati birimi sunar. Haval1 ve yapay goriintiilerin
giderek daha fazla egemen oldugu bir diinyada, 6zgiinliik ve samimiyete olan bu baglilik
ferahlatic1 ve dokunakli bir tezat olusturur. Robert’in fotograflar: salt imgeler alemini
agar; bizi diinyay:1 derin bir incelik ve melankoli duygusuyla zenginlestirilmis, merakli,
duyarli, romantik ve gézlemci gézlerle algilamaya gagirir. Sanatg: her bir imgede, yasa-
mun bir pargasini ve kisacik bir ifadesini yakalar, ustalikla kalpte derin yankilar uyandi-
ran gorsel kompozisyonlar yaratur.

Robert Grindler, Isimsiz/Untitled, Uckermark, Almanya/Germany, 2023

Fragility

Robert’s dedication to the poetic potential of photography furthermore manifests through
his ever- going exploration of human fragility. He ardently believes that the profound truths
residing inside of the human spirit and soul, with their enthralling stories and unique experi-
ences, are most compellingly unveiled in moments of vulnerability. In an ever fascinating and
curious quest, he seeks and uncovers the traces, mysteries, images, moments, and nuances of
this fragility, capturing rather pure and sincere depictions that beckon the viewer into a sub-
stantial and genuine connection with the subjects. Through Roberts’s lens, we find ourselves
in closer proximity to the absolute cores of human experience.

In his hands, photography, although very realistically embraced, transcends its role as a
mere documenter of reality; it morphs into a vessel for subjective and quite often marginal-
ized or forgotten/lost expressions of feelings and thoughts. Many of his images offer us a
window into a romantic realm, reflective of his fascination with delicate and subtle details
that often evade casual, scattered, and cursory observations. A characteristic trait of Roberts’s
photographic world resides in an undeniable closeness to reality; for him, the sense of (ro-
mantic) realism that is communicated, in fact, is essential. He eschews artifice and embraces
the unadorned moments of life. His photographs are candid and forthright, devoid of any
intention to deceive or manipulate the viewer. Instead, they present a melancholic unit of
sensibility and empathy. Amid a world increasingly dominated by airbrushed and artificial
imagery, this commitment to authenticity and sincerity stands as a refreshing and poignant
contrast. Robert’s photography transcends the mere realm of images; it beckons us to per-
ceive the world through inquisitive, sensitive, romantic, and observant eyes, enriched with a
deep sense of subtlety and melancholy. In each image, he captures a fragment and fleeting ex-
pression of life, adroitly creating visual compositions that resonate profoundly with the heart.
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Robert, daha 6nce de belirtildigi gibi, kesinlikle salt bir fo-
tografc1 degil; sanatsal bir duyarlilikla caligir, gorsel bir anlatici
ve siradan olanin i¢inde gizlenmis olaganiistii olanin tutkulu bir
kasifi ve kesfedicisidir. Fotograflarinin sessiz ve nazik varliginda,
bizi asla unutulup gitmemesi gereken bir gercegin farkina varma-
ya, ifade etmeye ve takdir etmeye gotiiren goérsel ve dalgin bir yol-
culuga cikarir ¢iinkii insan duyarlilig1 hila enfes aydinlatma an-
lar1 bahgetme giiciine sahiptir. Fotograflarinin sessizce fisildadigt
yitksek estetik duyarliligin ve melankolik 6zlemin dingin anlari,
giderek daha karanlik ve acimasiz bir gergekligin i¢inde parlak ve
ipeksi isaretler olarak parlar.

Kapitalizm yalnizca alayc1 ve bencil insani 6zellikleri besle-
mekle kalmaz, ayni zamanda dogay1 hi¢e saymanin ve ona hiik-
metmenin de bir 6rnegini olusturur. Tabiat Ana’y1 hél4 bariz bir
sekilde gormezden geldigimiz bir diinyada, kacinilmaz olarak
dogustan gelen insan dogamizi -derin baglantilara duydugumuz
ihtiyaci- goz ardi ederiz. Robert’in fotograflari, yeniden canlan-

dirmamiz ve korumamuz gereken degerleri 6zetler niteliktedir. %S

Robert Grundler, Karl, Berlin, Almanya/Germany, 2023

Robert is, as mentioned already, most certainly not just a
photographer; he works with artistic sensibility, a visual ra-
conteur, and an impassioned explorer and discoverer of the
extraordinary concealed within the ordinary. In the quiet and
gentle presence of his photographs, we embark on a visual and
pensive journey that leads us to the recognition, expression,
and appreciation of a truth that must never fade into oblivi-
on: human sensibility still has the power to bestow moments
of exquisite illumination. The serene moments of heightened
aesthetic sensibility and melancholic yearning that his photog-
raphy quietly whispers, shine as radiant and silken beacons in
an increasingly dark and grim reality.

Capitalism not only nurtures cynical and self-centered hu-
man traits but also exemplifies a disregard for and dominati-
on of nature. In a world where we still conspicuously dismiss
Mother Nature, we inevitably overlook our innate human natu-
re - the need for profound connections. Robert’s photography

epitomizes the values we must rekindle and protect. %S



